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HERITAGE is the newsletter
for Pabst Mansion, Inc., which
preserves, shares, and interprets
an iconic Milwaukee home that
serves as a testament to the
Gilded Age. Through immersive
tours, educational opportunities,
and programming, Pabst
Mansion, Inc. brings visitors
back in time to help understand
the present, sharing the story of
brewing, architecture, art, and
culture through the lens of the
Pabst family and its impact on
Milwaukee.
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COMPASSION BREEDS ACTION

In nineteenth century America, horses powered

daily life. Before automobiles transformed city
streets, horses hauled brewery wagons, pulled
omnibuses and streetcars, delivered coal and
milk, and carried people and goods through

rapidly growing industrial cities like Milwaukee.

Their labor was so commonplace as to become
nearly invisible — yet their suffering was not.
Across these cities, overworked, underfed, and
injured animals often collapsed in public view,
prompting a growing movement that linked
the treatment of animals to the moral health of
society itself.

Milwaukee was no exception. By the late
nineteenth century, its bustling streets echoed
with the sounds of iron-rimmed wagon
wheels and the heavy steps of draft horses
moving lumber, stone, beer, and freight. In
this environment, concern for animal welfare
took root as part of a larger national reform
movement. Among those who supported this
cause was Captain Frederick Pabst, whose
insistence on the humane treatment of horses
reflected both personal conviction and the
broader values of a changing age.

The American humane movement emerged in
the aftermath of the Civil War,

when reformers increasingly

viewed compassion as a hallmark

of civilization. Welfare advocate
Henry Bergh is often credited with
launching the movement in the
United States. While serving as an
American diplomat in Russia in the
1860s, Bergh reportedly intervened
when he witnessed a carriage driver
mercilessly beating a collapsed
horse. The incident left a lasting
impression. After visiting England’s
Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, Bergh returned
to New York determined to establish
a similar organization in America.
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CAPTAIN FREDERICK PABST AND
MILWAUKEE’'S HUMANE MOVEMENT

In 1866, he founded the American Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA),
securing one of the nation’s first meaningful
anti-cruelty laws. The legislation prohibited
abandonment, starvation, torture, and blood
sports such as dog and cock fighting, while also
granting enforcement powers to protect abused
animals. Within a generation, Bergh’s model
inspired dozens of humane organizations across
the country, including Wisconsin. In fact, in 1891
a statue of Bergh was created and was placed
atop an animal watering trough in Milwaukee’s
downtown. Today, it displayed at the Wisconsin
Humane Society in Milwaukee.

The timing was significant. Americans were
grappling with questions of suffering and moral
responsibility in the wake of war. Thousands of
wartime photographs depicting injured soldiers
and dead horses had brought violence into public
view. Reformers increasingly argued that cruelty
toward animals reflected a broader disregard for
vulnerable life. Humane societies soon extended
their missions beyond animals to include
children, believing
both groups deserved
protection from
abuse. By the 1870s,
many organizations
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Wisconsin Humane Society today
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advocated for what they called “beasts and babes,” linking kindness
to social progress.

Meanwhile, the Society addressed the visible suffering of working
horses in Milwaukee’s streets. Horses hauling overloaded wagons
frequently collapsed from exhaustion or injury. Employers often
hired drivers with little experience handling animals, while harsh
working conditions and low wages sometimes contributed to

MILWAUKEEANS JOIN THE MOVEMENT

Milwaukee embraced this movement early. In the late 1870s,

George Thorndike Angell of the Massachusetts Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals delivered a lecture to Milwaukee’s
influential Fortnightly Club. His message resonated deeply with
local civic leaders, who recognized troubling conditions in their
own rapidly industrializing city. Newspapers had already begun
criticizing the mistreatment of horses, particularly those used by

transportation companies. One editorial in The Herold, Milwaukee’s

German-language newspaper, lamented the plight of overworked
horses, saying:

“We know of no more helpless
condition than that of the street car

or omnibus horse or mule owned by

a company that is more interested in
money than in the animal. Treatment
of the animal is left to drivers whose
only interest is to get cars through on
time, even if it means heavy pulling of
overloaded cars”

On December 5, 1879, Milwaukee
residents founded the Wisconsin
Humane Society. Captain Pabst was
among the founders. Its original mission
extended beyond animal welfare: the
organization pledged to prevent cruelty
to animals, children, criminals, and
“defective and dependent people,”
reflecting nineteenth-century beliefs
about social responsibility. Shortly after
its founding, the Society affiliated with
the American Humane Association,
which sought national protections for
both animals and children.

Unlike some organizations elsewhere, b e T T TR TR

the Wisconsin Humane Society avoided

financial incentives tied to arrests, helping ensure its mission
remained focused on prevention rather than punishment. The
Society’s superintendent received limited police powers from the
governor, allowing investigations into reports of cruelty when
necessary. Yet education, rather than enforcement, remained
central to its work.

Children became an especially important focus. Inspired by
Angell, Wisconsin communities established “Bands of Mercy;’
clubs encouraging young people to pledge kindness toward living
creatures. Children wore star-shaped badges and recited promises
“to be kind to all harmless living creatures and protect them from
cruelty” Humane education became so influential that in 1912 a
Wisconsin law was passed requiring teachers to spend at least
thirty minutes each month teaching students the importance of
kindness toward animals.
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Captain Pabst at the Stock Farm, 1887,
Theodor Breidwiser (Austrian, 1847-1930)

neglect and abuse. Society members advocated practical reforms,
even encouraging residents not to accept deliveries when wagons

were overloaded beyond what a team could reasonably pull.

CAPTAIN PABST TAKES THE BRIDLE

Best remembered today as a brewer, civic leader, and business

leader, Pabst relied heavily on horses in the daily operations of

the Pabst Brewing Company. Massive brewery wagons traversed
Milwaukee streets, pulled by teams of powerful draft horses
carrying beer and supplies throughout
the city and beyond. Yet Pabst reportedly
refused to tolerate cruelty toward the
animals that powered his enterprise, even
establishing a horse hospital for lame
horses at the brewing company stables —
the only one in the country at the time.

Pabst insisted that brewery drivers treat
horses humanely and would not permit
harsh handling. At his Wauwatosa
stock farm, he maintained an admired
stable of Percheron horses, celebrated
for their immense strength and steady
temperaments.

Significantly, thanks to Captain Pabst, the
Wisconsin Humane Society acquired a
specially designed horse ambulance — an
extraordinary innovation for its time.
Constructed by Milwaukee wagonmaker
John Groll according to national humane
standards, the oak ambulance allowed
injured horses to be transported for care
rather than euthanized where they fell.
Later improvements made the service even
more effective.

Pabst was not alone among Milwaukee industrialists in supporting
humane work, but his involvement illustrates an important truth
about the era: even within an industrial economy dependent upon
animal labor, reformers increasingly argued that efficiency need not
come at the expense of compassion.

Today, it is easy to forget how central horses once were to
Milwaukee’s daily rhythms. Yet the city’s humane movement
reminds us that industrial progress sparked moral questions as
well as economic growth. For Captain Pabst and many of his
contemporaries, kindness toward animals was evidence of civic
responsibility and human decency. In a city built on horsepower,
compassion mattered.

We feel the echoes of this today, as the Wisconsin Humane Society
remains a thriving organization devoted to the humane treatment
of animals.



A TOAST TO TIME RAISES $212,010

Thank you to everyone who joined us for A Toast to Time: Pabst, Present, TH ANK ‘YOU TO ()UK 5PON SORS!

& Future!

The evening began with a cocktail hour inside Pabst Mansion, where guests GILDED VISTONARY-

had the opportunity to see firsthand the progress of Phase I of our exterior James Pabst & Paisley Kelling

restoration project. The guests then gathered at the Wisconsin Club for dinner LEGACY PATRONS

and an inspiring presentation by John Gurda, who reflected on the importance

of historic preservation in Milwaukee and the role landmarks like Pabst BERGLUND :E/ NORTHERN TRUST
o= Mansion play in our community. coNsTRUSTION

#ZZILBER LTD.

The evening concluded with a generous paddle
raise in support of the Mansion’s future. Together,

we celebrated the success of Phase I and launched HERITAGE SUPPORTERS

fundraising efforts for Phase II, which will restore Associated Bank Iflein & Hoffman

the Mansion’s remaining exterior facades and Kathy & Robo Brumder Mll,waukee Bl'e".Vel'S

windows. CG Schmidt O’Leary & Anick
Godfrey & Kahn

Thank you for helping preserve this Milwaukee

treasure for generations to come. COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS

Sue & Russ Darrow Amy Braeger Slocum

Dr. Jodi & John Eastberg &Dr. Peter Slocum
Karen Forrer Diane Slocum
& Scott Layeux

Amy & Jon Hoplins Anita & David Pabst Smith
Krysten & Kellen Kasper Strategic Retirement
Laura & Matthew Kolodzinski Partners
Legacy Private Trust VISIT Milwaukee
Mame & Andy McCully Wendy Waurlitzer'
Dr. Eugénie Pabst & Bruce Evans
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BEHIND-THE-SCENES TOURS
Sundays & Fridays, May - September, 1:30pm

Tickets: Adult: $32, Senior/Student/Military: $30,
Child (6-17): $22, Members: $17

Ever wonder what’s beyond a classic Pabst Mansion tour? Here is your chance to explore
the areas behind the ropes and closed doors. This in-depth look at the home, all the way
from the basement to the attic, is for those who just want to see it all!

Please note this tour lasts approximately two hours and involves stairs, uneven floors, narrow
doors, and constant standing/walking.

n Yes, I want to be a Name
"I‘ member of Pabst Address
1 /
0 Mansion, Inc.! City State Zi
Y [ Comet ‘ $1,000 Phore E-Mail
[J Grand Circle ~ $500
LL[ [] Beer Baron $250 Please make checks out to Pabst Mansion. To pay securely by credit card,
m [] Blue Ribbon $125 visit www.pabstmansion.com/memberships
[ First Mat 50
2 1oL e ; I am currently a member but would like to make an additional contribution to the Mansion.
[1 Student $25
LL[ Enclosed is my contribution for $
[] I am interested in volunteer
2 opportunities, please contact me. ~ Detach and mail to: Pabst Mansion, 2000 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, W1 53233
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Pabst Blue Ribbon
Balancing Bartender Bobblohead
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One of Pabst’'s most recognizable advertising
icons has come to lifel Inspired by the famous
Balancing Bartender featured in Pabst Blue Ribbon
advertising throughout the 1950s and 1960s, this
collectible bobblehead pays tribute to a beloved
piece of brewing history.
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PABST MANSION

tours & admission

DAILY CLASSIC TOURS
(REGULAR SEASON)

GUIDED
Monday-Saturday 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm
Sunday 11am, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm

SELF-GUIDED
Daily noon-1pm
Adult: $19
Senior/Student/Military: $17
Child (6-17): $12 Child (5 and under): Free
Member: Free
Prices and hours subject to change.

SPECIALTY TOURS
The Pabst Mansion has an array of year-round
and seasonal specialty tours.
Visit pabstmansion.com to learn more!

Located on 20th and Wisconsin Avenue.
Limited parking is available.
Wheelchair accessible.




